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WERE A-ROAMIN IN WVO/VMN, 
WHERE THE CACTUS CROWS AWJID, . 
JEST A-STROLLIN'IN THE CLOAMIN, « 
WHERE THE COWBOYS ARENT MILD. 
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rioe: 


OVER 


AN' Q\T THAT 


PRIZE 


riGHTEFL OUTA BED^^ 


HE SHOUlOfi- 


BEEN HERE AT SU. 




THAT FTGHTER CAM£ 
OUT HERE FUR A 
COURSE IN TRAINtNT 



YIPF-E'EEI — Gtr UF, THAR^ Vi/Hi 




COME OUTA THAR AN 
START VORE TRAININ! 




WOT S THE. 
ME UP IN TH 
OF THE 

Y 






\OOPEE IM CRYlNG.huMT \0U SEE 
MY NAME IS COWBOY JAKE. 
TO BE A COWBOV TOUGH AND VILD 
I GOT JUST WHAT \J TAKE5 
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ivTal^o kmown as four gun jake t 


AfiOUND THE 


OcNERAL STORE. 


1 CARRY TWC 


GUNS ON MV HIP- 


BACK HOME 


1 GOT TWO MORE 




WHEM THERE'5 TROUBLE HMOGING BOUND 
THE5HER1FF 5ENDS FORME. 

LIKE CATTLE TH1EVE5 AND BOBBE RS TO O 

SO WHAT ELSE KEN THÉRE SE, 



THE ROEEEfb nEARING COWBOY JAKE 
15 hOT UPCN ThtlK "^-AV 
SO V^HAT DO THE> Cc I M E rf i-iG YOU 
THElfi FACES TURNING PtiL[l 




ONCE WHEN WE HUNG VP A ROBBEPs 
WAV UP ON EM EPPLE TRES 
THE SHERlFF WPS CALLIWG ME OVER 
AND SAID 'TW<E A (AE3SAQE FROM ME 



SO TO THE PWSONER 1 M ESKING 

VOT VQULD VOU Lme TO 5AY 

BEFORE WU GO HANGING AN HOURORTWO 

AND DEN QETTING CARTED AWAY. 



HE SNEERED ME A =;NEER AN OH VOT A SNÉETR 
TRQUBLES WAS DEEP ON HIS BROW 
'VOU WANT A REQUEST GO MA\^E IT YOURSEUF 
KENT YOU SEE THAT l'M BUSY RIGHT NOW 



SO IT'^ ALRIGHT WID NOU \T'5 ALRICHT WID ME 
\ M MAKINQ YOU DlS REOuEST 
BEFORE VOU ARE HUNS, l'M ESWNtj VOU NOW 
HOW MUCH WILL VOU TAKØ FOP D'O' VEST' 
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THREE PLANES REPORTED 






AS f 
THA 

IWJT 
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AR A$ HERE.AFTER 

T- nothing.no LUCK 

H SEARCHING PARTIES 
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MY ORDERS ARE 
TO COOPERATE, 
SIR. I'LI FLV 
THE NEXT 
PLANB. 






3^ 


1 



THIY VANISHED ABOUT THE 
SAMB PLftCS.THEY MUST 
HAVE LANDiD IN MEXICO, 
NEAR THE MOUNTMNS. , 



VSAH BUT WHERE- 
I FLEW A 
THOUSANO 
MILES AND I 
DIDN'T SEE A 
THING- 




IP THEY HIT TWE SIOE 
OF A MOUNTAIN - 
GOOD NICHT. 



BUT SOME TRACE 

of them shoulo 
have been fouho. 
thw h«m't been 

ACClOENTk*.. 




SHORE IS GOING TO 
BE A PLEAS&NT 
TRIP WITH VOU 
ABOARD. 



I HOPE SO, YOUR 
CHAIR IS THS 
LAST ONE ON 
THE RIOHT- 




EET WOULP EVEN BE 
PLEASAMT TO CRMH 
WEETH YOU BY MY 
SIOE.SENQRITA. 



CUT n oyT-THis 
ROUTE IS JINXCO 
ENOUOH. 




AIR LII^IF 














EKiHT PASSENGEM 
ANO TEN ORMD IN 




VEftH-SAV YOU 






MWL.WORTH GETTINS 


DONT THINK 
ns AIR PlRATE^ 
DO VOU? 
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WITH & MWERFULL KOAR , THC BIC lUlP 50UE0 
UPWARD. WOULO SHE COHPLETE HEh JOURNEY 
Oh WOULO THtS BE JUST ANOTHER UNSOLVEO 
MVSTEBV ? 




iOH.' HE'S A BANDIT.) MUSt] 
[wftBN TEP ANO JIM. J 





YOU WIUPO ftS I ORDER OR OlE. RAOIO 
ItHAT YOU ARE QUITE SftFE.AT ONCE / j 
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EVERYTHINS OKAY . OKftY 
BACK ON THIS OKAY. 


TED THOMP«?n , 
SET n. REPORT " 




^aåmm 




Q^^^ 


fe 


^Æh 




Æ^^^ 


T,% 



LAND DOViN THERE ? 
YOUR CRAiy-ONLY 
A MOUNTAIN GOAT 
COULD SIT DOWN ON 
THAT MOUNTWN. 




HERE NO SEftRCWlNG PARTY COULO 
S6E THE CAPTURED SHIPS .BECftUSE 
OF THE THICK CLOUDS AND NO PARTY 
ON FOOT COULO REACH THIS PEAK — 










YOU WILL LIKE EET 
HERE.MY PRETTY 

ONE ' 


1 KEEP YOUR] 
[CHIN UP/ ! 




[WHAT ARE 
_100ING TO t 


WEl 
0?| 


^^^ jB %^^ 





THERE 19 NO ESCAPE, CRINCO. 
NO PLhMES Cf^N FIND VOU. 
OBEY AND VOU CO UNHARriED. 
I SEEK ONIY RANSOM. 



SOTHWS youR 
GAMC. MEMBERS 
OP YOUR QANG 
FUW EftCH 
PLANE THAT 
WAS FORCE O 
DOWN. 














WHAT THE HECK'St 






WRONG-GETTING 
CHiUOISH ? 
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CETTlNfi WISE JIM, 
WERE STUCK UNTIL 
A SEARCHlNfl FARXy 
FINDS US. 
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KEEP YOUR HÅNDS OFF THAT GIRL 
OR NEXT TIME l'LL RNOCK YOUR. 
HEAD CLEAft OFP/ 




THAT RADIO REPORT STARTEO THINGS.THREE 
OKAVS MEANT TROUBLE . WHILE JANE 
ATTRACTEO YOU AND YOUR MEN , 1 SENT UP 
THESE GAS FIUED BALLOONS ABOVE THE 
ClOUpS.NOW LETS FREE THE OTHER PRISOHERSJ 








SlTTlNft BULL IS A 1jC>->. 
TOUGH ONE, PARD- y^^"^ 
AN' IT TAt^ES A fv";^ - 


LEAVE IT TO nE, 
BILL-I KIN HAM>LE 
HIM.ALL MGHT. 


TOU&HER ONE LIKE UQ^Så 
YOU TO HANOLE HIMpgSJlHi 


U W*"^ 




1 




w 


i 


"^^fc 


'M 


■■■-■ ""' ' c^ 


Æ^ 




TAILS LASHING, THE PUMft^ /AWJE 
READY FOR THE CHARGE. TALA. 
TERRIFiED. LOOKED FOB. AN 
AVENUE OF ESCAPE. 





5NARUNG FEROCtOUSLY/THE 

J PUttAS CIRCL60 THEIR VlCtl^^. 

MAKING SURE NO fULl GBOWN 

BEAR LURKED NEARBNC 



AN OPENING/ TALA SEIZED 
IT, DARTED PAST THE 
MOUNTA1N LIONS ANO 
RACED MADIY AWAY THE 
PUA^A3 SWUNG INTO 
PURSUIT. 




THEN FORTUNE STEPPÉ& IN. 
TALA'S MOTHER. ATTRACTEB BY 
HERSON-S WHinPÉRI(1G.,STEPP» 
OUT TO CHALIENCE THf PUMAS. 



THE BEARCHARGEO.BOTH PUMAS 
VEERED AWAY BUT NOT SOON 
ENOUGH.A FIERCE BATTLE BEGAH 
WITH TALA WATCHING FROA\ THE 
COVER OF THE BRUSH. 




'/ '^ THE STRENSTH AND WEIGHT 

OF THE BEAR WAS TOO MUCH 

FOR THE PUMAS. WOUNDEP.THEY 

\,^^^2il SAVE UP ANO 5LUNK AWAY. 



LIKE ALL AVOTHERS, TALA'5 
PARENT ATTENDED HER SONS 
WOUNDS, BUT IN TftLA'S VIKKT 
RANKLEO A HATRED FOR THI 
PUMAS. 




TALA, STILL MINDFULL OF HIS 

HATE FOR THE PUMAS.SLIPPED OUT. 

SOON HE PICKED UP THE TRAJL 

OF HIS HATPn FNKMitfQ. 



THE WIND CHANGED TO TALA'S 
PAVOR.HE SCENTED HIS ENEMIES, 
TURNED AND SAW THE«, BRAVELY 
HE ROSE TO HIS FULL HEIGHT 
AND I 



IN5TANTLY THE PUMAS CHARGED.BUT TALA 
KNEW THEiR TRICKS NOW. HE LEAPED 
AWAY AND RACED TOWARD THE CAVE. 




PROUDLV TALA TOLD HIS BROTHERS HCW HE 
HAD TRAPPED HIS EKEft ItS Tf IM ^-^ ? AlL 
BUT HE HAP BRAINS TOMAKE UP FOR H15 SIZE 
AND 50HE OAY HE COULD FIGHT HIS OWN BATTLES. 



DemRides^Sim 



SAMeGAN&,aO(J.THlS [l A-Goin'to také A 

|TrtI5 AW'RiOe THfe -^By-J 5TfiGfe.| 
- PIFTH TE^^fc-, 




1 HeARDTHAXeoB, 1FVOUR1D& I 
Hee,i-ooK out fop; THe sHeRit^F. 
Me'sToO flWXIOUSTO RiOfeGUARD. 



VuM MeAWTHe 
SHeRiFF MiCiriT 
BeTHe BAWDiTf' 
H& DOfcS WANT 

To Rids shot- 

GUN GUARD 




i |MeHAi MOSTA&eHAS 6W6R&OT THRoaGHTHel 

i ^LA5T 5 TR1P5. Tl-|l5 OMfe MASÆ8aoOTi^JGO(.PAB0ARal 




TAKIM& evecv 5H0R.TC0T, A BftNDIT IN Bl-ACK , 
GftMe PlDiNG- U1K.6 THUNDtR .'^ 








TWENTY MULE TEA/VÆ HAULED 
TRMNS OF G'ANT FREI6HT WAGONb 
ACR06S THE ARID WA5TE5. 
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Chief Two Gun¥rHITE CALF 




ARTIST HAD TO BRIBE 
WHITE CALF'5 MOTHER 
BEFORI HE WOUID POSE. 
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CHIEF WHITE CALF 

OF THE 

BLACKFOOr TRIBE 




CHIEF TWO GUN WHITE CALF , THE MOST FAM0U5 INDIAN IN 
THE UNITED STATES. HIS PORTH.AIT ADORNS THE BUFFÅLO 
NICKEL AND HE HAS POSED FOR A HUNDRED DIFFERENT 
MURALS . IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
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R.ASTARITA 
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SqUARE 
UPS 




Cliuck Eilis lopped the ridge and looked down 
into a vallcy wherc cattle gra^ed and grasa was grc 
, He patled his horses neck, hitched afound in ■ 
saddle and loolted aboui h.m, 

Craek! 

The sound of the gun wasr.'t foliowed by the 
spang of a builet »o ChiKlc kncw n wasn'l jntended 
.or him. But loosencd the six gun on his hip. squinied 
as hc pscred down mto ihc vaiicy and spoke quie " 
■" ^" ' * ' slrcaked down. hc saw the smc 



of ihc 



Thcr 
ump 



guns. 



i cabin 



t deep i 



E Chuck s 



and keeping up a steady fire 



of a 



at the 

s akir 






mbly by the op«n dooi. A r 

from a shaltered window_ At least she 

Chuck knew that often interference 

sctap meant trouble and he wasn't lookin 

lit as he drew closei hc gol a good glimpsc of tiie 

■■■o men who formed the attacking party and he likcd 

if looks of neilher onc. 

He whipped out his gun, slapped his horse acros: 

-the Hank and rode straighi at the would-bc killers 

They heard thi thud of h.s horses hools and tuinec 

. face this new mcnace. Thcir guns carae up. bm 

Chuck was shooting as he (ode. The chunkier of iht 

killers felt his hat whippcd from his head. He sai^ 

a buUet crash inlo the trcc an mch (rom his faci: 

and he decided that flight was the better course te 

follow. With a yelf lo his companion they raced 

for thcir horses, uauli.d inio the saddlc and drummed 

away toward the ridp ■. over which Chuck had riddrn 

■Hello— the shack'" Chuck yellcd. Ifs a friend 

i-callin* Keep yo're shootin' iron offen me." 

Come in— frietid." It wa» a giii's voiee. coo! ind 
cieat. A sccond later Chuck law her and held hi* 
breath Shc was plamly dresscd. but mat same »im- 
piicity was whal hei type of beaiity nceded. She was 
smiling as Chuck climbed out of the laddle Beilind 
her a middle-aged man, holding a still smokmg rilie 
came slowly oul of the shack. He ejitcnded one hånd 
lowaid Chuck 

Howdy.'' he said. Im right glad lo meet yuh 
slrangcr Yuh shorc game m t.me T 
oti bullets and thcm two buz^ards 
afore they was finished" 

What's it atl aboui >" Chuck asked He walked 
;--i> the shack and admircd the neainess of it Nothi.ig 




expe s e or elabo a e bu eve >th g as arranged 
W th thc touch that on y a oman s ha d can btstow 

"It's Orp Leedy," the girl put m suddenly. "He 
owns the big ranch up on Black Mesa and he hates iis 
because we wont give up our land. our house and our 
pool. It's the pool he wants, but he won't pay for it 
ror wil! he allow U5 to remain here, Thosc men wcrc 
some of his killers. sent dowii to gun-Emoke ua out" 

Chuck scowlcd. "'Nice sort o' s coyoie he is. Yuh 



r this buz; 



after 



■■That's it, the man broke in. "Me— I'm Joe Elake 
and this is my daughter, Martha. We been livin' here 
lei nine years and never bothered nobody Thcn Orp 
Leedy came and right off he told us he owned the 
pool, We proved right fast he was wrong and he said 
he was a-goin' to take it anyway. Looks like mayhe 
he's right, too, Can't fight off his men all the time." 

"Where's the pool?" Chuck asked quickly. 

"South — just back o' that fringe of mesquite, 
Btranger. Yuh saw where thetn two buzzards was 
lidin', It's right in that direction." 

Chuck rubbed his chin He smiled at Martha a 
moment, "l'H be eomin' back." he said "Got some 
business to 'tend Maybc i kin help yuh." 

Chuck ran out of the cabin, leapcd'into the saddle 
and raced after the two killers who had vanished be- 
hind the screen of brush and thin trees. 

As he wedged his way through this barrier, he 
63W them. They were kneeling haifway vip a sloping 
liill. Directly below was a pool of bkie, shimmering 
waier worth jts weight in gold in this arid country 
It was from this pool and spring that the grazing 
land was watered and kepi so green To a rancher, 
with thousands of cattle. l was mvaluahle 

The men were busily digging at the carlh Eeside 
them lay scvcral sticks of d\ lamite and s lang fuse. 



; of the 



rled. ■ 
strangcr Joe 



Blake has 






He reached for his gun. whispered a word of warn- 
ing to his horse and crcpt up the side of the sloping 
hill. The killers were packing down the carth around 
the dynamite as he neared them. 

"Poke 'cm up!" Chuck stepped into the open. 
"An" keep 'em there Icssen yuh want to taste lead, 
An' you— yuh— big half breed — keep away from that 
dynamite. I know what yo're tryin' to do. Seein' 
yuh can't buv Joe Blake ner searc him out. yuh in- 
tends tuh fill in the pool so his calllc will die o' 
thirst. Later on yuh kin dig it out again, but Joe 
Blake is all alonc. He aint got the money nor the 
hånds to do it." 

■■Maybc,' 

luh go and the o!d fool v 

■Don^t blame him none." Chuck snapped, '■Un- 
hitch yo're hardware and dump it on the ground. 
Leave the dynamite as she is. We^re agoin' back to 
BJake's cabin." 

Twenty minutes later l'ne tWQ killers were lockcd 
in the store house behind Blake"s shack. Chuck sat 
down at the table, across from where Martha smiled 
at him. 

'I think 1 can help yuh. pardner." he said slowly. 
■This Orp Leedy feller would pay a little money fer 
yer ranch, wouldn't he?" 

■Too litlle." Martha broke in. "He offered us onc 
ihousand dollars. The pool alone is worth four times 
that amoiml.'" 

■If yuh will trust me," Chuck said. "I got me a 
plan. First off I v 
me Make it an 01 



after I been gone fer 




Something aboui Chuck's manner and thc 
cut ffalures of him made Martha and her fath. 

stmctively i -■ ■ 

case of desp 



15 Strange cowboy. Thi _ .._. 
. anyway. Orp Leedy vould go 

■ny ends now. He wanted that pool and he «at , 
crmmed to get it if both BJ ' 



1 gun 



Ile and his daiightir ha^ 
ng him the nght to bu; 



Armcd wilh an option, giv 

it Blake's property, Chuck , ,.,^ „,„ 

ard Orp Lecdy's big ranch house. The ranch c 
ovtd to be a hulking brute of a man vvith a 
leering face 

Me. Tm iookin ter land." Chuck told h.m 
1 K'ven to understand that yuh owns thc gi 
Biake's property I 



t olT that pool 
sce if yuh want to s 
Why'" Leedy asktd quickl 



and his 



lions o* dollar 
sh« stands not 
I got the wal 
■uh makc a de 
Ho. 



Yuh g 
■ rights 






lin't no good to j uh 
wn the land so I wa 



;ady lul 



II do you know there's coppi 
Lcedy asked warily, "Who yuh from 

"A bifi minin- firm." Chuck said. ' 
pay len times what yo're land's worth 
itallin. Wc got an option to thc water. Old man 
Blake just soid it to me Wanta see thc option?" 

Leedy did. Hc read thc scrap of papct. his cyes 
licking at it in avid grecd J-'inaily he raised his head 
and smacked his thick lips. 

"Seem' as how yuh been piayin' squarc wilh me. 
pardner. how much do yuh want fer thai option'' 
Leedy asked cautiously. 'MayUe 1 can work my own 
copper diggin's and sell thv ore to your firm, I got 
ihe men '" 



■Ifll cos 


VUh 


fifteen 


thousan 


d doll 




Chuck said 


tter 


mome 


nl's tho 


Pht. 


Thai's wha 


I paid Blake fet 


:haT pc 


ol, Su 




more'n shc 


worth. bul \ 




yuh th 


nk abo 


1 the 


copper — tha 


mako K differen 


Yuh 


gotia 1 


ave w 


ler 10 min 














ril buy 


the 


ptlon" 


Leedy 




quickly an 




Ihe : 




back 




slack of bilis 


Lira 


ely Ch 




ted th 


m and ever 




vo he 


looked 


up at ti 


e cloc 


on the wa 


oppasite him 


Fi 


naily h 


stuffed the 


ash into h 



shin. arose and walkcd lo the dooi 

In ihe distance came a terrific blast and the ear' 
shook bcncath his feel Leedy. foldinj; up the optio 
iniscd his head and his jaw dropped wide open, 

Whal was that'" he asked 'Soundcd like dyn 
mitP tuh me Are yuh hlastin* (er copper so quick 

Chuck's nghi hånd dropped to thc butt of h 
gun, He backed toward his horse, leaped inlo ti 
saddle and pulled his weapon free Hc Ii 



ssly, 
Wc ; 



11 the 



addle 



old Leedy If yuh ask me. it 
smindcd like a couple o' coyoics who work fer a low 
down buziard. biowing up the side of a hill tuh iill 
in that there pool. mistet Ii would be (oo bad if 
thcy did thai. wouldn't it' 'Specially if yuh should 
hnd copper on yci land— which I doubts. Sce yuh 
latci. Leedy Right now Lm a-goin tuh make an 
old man an' his daughter some happy. Ker them ! 
thanks yuh fer the fiftcen thousand dollars. It was 
ihfir pool yuh boughi Them two polecats yuh 



> that 
to bod y cj 



; theu ■ 
t do nuthin' ahout that 



If a 



right V 




THE LflST HRND 




The doors of Buck's Saloon in D< 
d as Larry Smith, deputy 
six-gun in his hånd strode 
zle, directcd by hia cold eyi 
ahalfci 

The gambler threw dawn a pack of cai 
dni lifted his arms. From beneath a pencil line black 
jche his even teeth glcamed in a smiie . "Biieua.«" 
■ ■ " ecs ver' early m the 
ng for guns!" 

The dcputy's coid eyes gitamed satisfactior 
\ onths he had been trying to "'land" Max { 
■ ■ ■ the end of the trail 

irly for you Carillo!" 

ve got proof you engineered that hold-up of I 
he Circle-0 payrc" " ' ' ' ' 



Ahx Carillo ran long fingers through his curly I 
L jct hair and smikd again, ''I did not do thee 
1 o d up you speak of. mi amiga. but eef you insi; 
of course I go weeth you." 

Watching the gambler's eyes Deputy Smith sa' 
h m narrow suddenly Without waming a Ri 
ua ed behind him and a hullet vvhined past hiB heai 
instant Carillo dived for his gun belt 
.h's six-gun thundered straight at Mi\ \ hil 
1 of the other answered a spiit second late 
The deputy heard a groan behind him and vvhirk 
to ^ee a sallow faced Mexican slump to the floo 
Vvhen his eyes dartcd back to Mas thp> stared li 
ctly into the gambler's sirioking gun muzzlc 

S tting on the cdge of a table Max trained h' 
in on the deputy Under its quict menace Smit 
d opped his own weapon and in turn lifted his arn- 
hgh 

You see."' mocked the cool voice. the tdblfs,- 
?y arc what you call tiirned! Thees la one dange 
s place to turn your backl You shool at me n 
go. but I try only to save your life' The Ml>>- 
shoot behind your back to keel you so I shoi 



desert — ihe stars 
without them. 1 □ 


are m,ne. I 


*I weel get o 
When 1 have rea 
desert. Then yo 


n my horse 
hed the edge 
gci on hors 



ni 









ich thc edge of I 



1 befor 



led up, his lipssel in proud dignity 
He picked up the deck ot cards, ran thero through 
his fingers. " I geeve you fair chance. I do not cheal. 
I do not play weeth cheatt" 

The (leputy shrugged and waUhed the eurly- 
haired gambler back to the door, covenng his retreat 
al gun point. He moved with a sort of swaying. 
staggering gait and as he reached the door clutched 
at the wall as if to steady himscif Thc dcputy's lips 
curled in scorn, "Always the gambler, ch? But your 
luck won'l hold this time. Why. you're too drunk 
now to even ride a hoss!" 

A gay laugh floated back to him as Max stepped 
out the door, "Adios mi amigo!" 

Without further remonstrance from the huddled 
group of men at the bar. Smitli picked up his gun 
and strode to the waodcn porch. Max's pinto pony 
was galloping down the Street in a eloud of dust. 

Grimly thc deputy watchcd as horse and rider bc- 
came smaller and smaller and finally appeared as no 
more than a spcck of dust on the shimmcring horiion, 

He raced to his horse then and Icaped into the 
high Mexican saddle. ■I'm a fool for doin" this, but 
III catch him anyway!" 

With a touch of spurs his black and white mount 
sircakcd away. Down the hot street he clattcred. 
plowing up dust, hcading his horse's nose toward 
the sun-baked Nevada flåts. Out across the sagc brush 
desert he thundered. straining his eyea over that vasl 
txpansc of sand and scraggly growth foi a glimpse 
of his fleeing quarry. 

By slow degrees thc speck in the distance became 
larger and Smith leaned forward eagtrly. the hot 
Wind laahing his bronzed face and his knees pressed 
lightly against sweating horse Hanks. As each thun- 
dering minute brought him doser to Mjx hc pulled 
out his six-gun and held it in readincss for a pot shot. 

Fifteen minutes of wild racing and he tore along 
fifty yards behind his prey. The g.imbler at that 
'ave sccn the chase was hopeless. for 
ust his horse whirlcd about. dropped 
ind Max fell down behiiid it. 



5 the ground ; 



nilh j 



rked the 
ung ( 



( of thc 



; just 



H. 






ehind the prolccting bulwark of 
•tomach and pcercd 
n glintcd wickedly ( 



e pulled 
;gcd his 

aesh he 



opponent. Thi 

rel propped against M. 

easily. He hadn't known the 



Dther 



A shot smashed thi 
inlo the sand and a n 
grinncd. -Missed !*' \ 
up the six-gun which 



nce. The deputy squirmed 
^ later raised his head and 
ulted. Slowly he brought 
:il held in his hånd Point- 
its biue-black nose at a point just behind the 
ng nlie barre! hc pulled the trigger, only to hear 




(allic click. 

He flipped open ihe cylinder. It 

ing a hånd toward his ammunition 

.discovery thai sent a throbbing 

through him. The belt was gone! 



hought bittcily in thc w.ld e>.ciiemeiit of ihe chase 
no ^^ould now be t^ing somcwherc in thc descrl, 
miles faehmd him' 
■"■-as empty. Slid- Hc stared at that uncompromismg rirllc fifty yards 

belt he made a awav and thc chiUing rcalizatiott swept over him thai 
wave of terror %Mihout a single buUet he was marked for death. 
Dropped off, he Max had missed the £rst tinie but ihere would Lic 



olher bulltts flying hi* xvjy aml linally — orf thsi 
would find its mark 

Cold sweai poorcd ovei his face. His hard brown 
fists dug into the sani! in savagc anger and his leelh 
eUmped over his lips uniil ihe blood camc. Wild 
»cheines raced ihrougli his mind. He mighi leap up 
fputt (he fifty yards and iry to close with the gamble 
before ihc I - - ■■ - 



, hullets reached hi 
vasn't one chance in a ihousand M; 
I short range, and besides il would only 



Id n 



Ih er 



adver 



1 lack of 
to wait and Iry to Ihiiik of something eke 

He waited and no olher plan came. Minutcs 
dragged by into an hour and still that ride glinCed 
ominously in ihe sunlight. Evidently Mas too was 
fffaying the same game — holding his iire, waiting for 
a target and tearing down his opponenc's nerves. 

Hours passed. wiiile the silent weird game of 
wailing went on. The sun. a copper ball oE fire 
loared up in a bluc sky. passed the meridian and 
beat down iti noonday heat on the deputy's sulferlng 
bo dy. 

His torttjred eyes followcd its glazed progress 
across the swecp of blue-washcd heavens. saw it crccp 
majeatically downward in the west, and the first 
purpie fingers of evening fling themselves across the 
deaert's face. 

His throat was ctacked and parched. his stomach a 
yawning cavern of hunger. The cramped limljs thai 
had crouched behind a horse for len hours were 
twitching in agony At times he feli his rcason had 
left him. Why should Max lire one shot, thcn wait 
hour» in brooding silence for another chance? Or 
was he planning a nighi attack? 

Stirring. his horse neighed loudly. For honrs 
POW the beasi had becn restless. stlivi.^g lo rise and 
Smith at times had required all his strength tj hold 
him down. 

Slowly the blanket of night cngulfed ihe Jesert. 
Sky shadows gave way to an ocean of glittering stars 
and the deputy rose to his haunches stiffly. Any- 
thing, hc told himself. was bettcr than this silenl vigii 
erf death. It was dark now— he mighl make i dash 
BCroBS to Max without getting hit. Even now. the 
moonlight shimmered on that waiting rifle barrel as 
he rose and started a zig-iag course across ihe sand 

Every nerve in his body was tense. ready for the 
whinc of bullets he expeclcd to hear Eul none 
came. The night's silence remained unbrok.n as hc 
reached the fallen pinto pony and the sprawcd form 
that lay behind it. 

Amazement surged in his eyes, The pinto was 
dead, a neat bullet hole driilcd between its eyes. 
Cloaer examination showed why. It had siumbled 
into a gophcr hole and broken a leg. Thcn ha a 
the single shot Max had fired— to kill h s n 

The deputy lookcd at Max. Atms ftung w de h 
gambler lay dead. his coJd handsome face u ed 
to the stars he loved: his shirt front cove el 
blood that had ooied from ^ center-ches bu 
wound ! 

Dumbly pondering ihis spectacie the tru h came o 
Smith in a blinding flash. He reincmbered Max s sud 
deniy whiie face back in ihe saloon aftct e Sm h 
had tired a shot at him. Hf rc.-alled the gamblers 
staggering gaii as ht had rttitaifd to the door. He 
had cailed him driink but Max hjd then rcceived his 
death wound and knew it. 

Mightily Smith wondercd at the pride of ihis man 
to whom death had deait the la^t hånd, that woiilil 
not allow him to die save in a setting of his oivn 




3 death during tho? 



/ed hia wide-hri; 



THE 




DE^PER/^DO 



A GAY DESPERADO 

FROM WILD COLORADO 
CA/>AE QIDING TO TOWN ONE FINE DAV. 

ON HIS FACE WAS A SMILE, 
YET WE KNEW ALL THE WHIl_E 



THAT TROUBLE WA^ SHORE. ON THE WAY 





INSIDE THE CA5.INO 
HIS EVE WINKED AT RENO, 

THE DANCING GIRL BUCK LIKED SO WELL, 
HE DANCED WITH HER. LIGHTLY,- 

THEN HELD HER WAIST TIGHTLY,— 
AND LAUGHEO WHEN SHE STARTEO TO YEU. 





^'NOW GIT YORE HANDb OFF HER / " 

CRIED BUCK. , ALL ASTIR, 
"AN' REACH FER. YORE SIX -GUN,YOU DUD/" 

THE GAY DESPERADO 
FROM WILD COLORADO 

SOON SPRAWLED IN HIS OWN POOL OF BLOOD / 















[HATHIS I5BUC 
1 t UJANT/ 


^ 


yOU CEETAIMLV 
LlliE COmFORT, 

Tommv- 




§% 











THOSE THIN&S [WILL BE DELIVERED BV WORNIW't 
SO I'LL DROP AKOUND AN' SEE HOUJ YQU'BE. 
ENJOVIN' THLm 





THE NEXT DAV 






'■M SORRVTOMMrj 
ri;E INVITED | 
'BRONCO" CHARLIE 
DEAN TQ SUPPER. 
BUT. SH-H-H.'HERE 
HE COMES' 


(COULD 1 COME ro CftU ' 
ION VOU T0NI6HT, MARY?. 



HELLO.MARV, SKV YOUNGSTER, 
.' I HAVEN'T COT ALL DAV, 1 
■-IMEAN VOU. HUNTER. J 



fVES SIR, 
I TLL 6E , 

I WGHT THEREJ 



OHJSN'T HE WONOERFULL 
ITOMMV? HE'S SO BRAVE 
[ ANO STR ONG/ 



'YEAH, HE'S A ^ 
VERY CLEVER 
P.IDER , MARY. 
WON THE ROOEO 
THREE YEARS 

STRAIGHT 

1 GUESS HE'S 
THE KINO OF A 
GUY VOU GIRLS 
LIKE. 




1 LIKE YOU TOO .TOMSW. 
jBL'T--BUT-YOU'RE OIMLY 
I--A CLERK-AND BRONCOi 
'. -WELL"- ) 



' l'M NOT 
' ASHAMED 
,0F IT, MARY, 
IT'S WONEST 
iWOB,K. 



I HAVE LOANED^BRONCO" 
CHARLEY DEAN MONEY TO: 
SET UP A SPREAD . HE AND i 
MARY EXPECT TO WED IN ,' 
JUNE , AND I WANT HIM 
TO SETTLE DOWM. 



'VJELL.GOSH. I 
i MR. CUTTER. 
I l'M AWFUL 
GLAD--IF 
i MARVS HAPPXJ 
-1/- - .^-f1 




THENi ONE NIGHT IN JUNE^ 



'DONE AT LAST GUESS !LL PUT O'JT THE LlGHTJ 
AND GET SOME SLEEP-AND GOSH.MARY'S < 
WEDDING COMESOFF THE OA^ AFTER 
TOM0B.ROW.' 



^INGS WON'T SEEM THE SAME WITH] 
MA ; RV ft WftV FROM THE 6ANR . 





\,..AN THEYJEST NATURALLY THOUGHT IT 
WU2 A LANDIN' FIELD AND THEV KEPT A 
FLOPPIN' ON IT ONE AFTER THE OTHER.^' 





'^ BUT 1 DIDN T MIND AN' I 
K.EPT ON A Ft^HlN AND A- 
HAULIN E/A IN 




POISOMED I 



yOURLIFEAlNT 

UUOR.TH A COyOTE'S 

H0UJLTHI5SIDECF 

THE_gORPER,CABlOS| 




A/ — 


^— lU/AlT/uOOK-OUTi 
1 there^cauijos/ 1 




r r 


'7;^M 


Wjåål^ 


^^1 


^^mm 



EVEE-THOUGHTLUJOULDBE 
|c-LADTO SEE THE SMEBIFF.CAR- 
LOS,BUTIF LUEHIDEUJEUHJUEN«Y 
BE.ABLE.TO STEAL SOWE LUATER! 



SI SENOE-THEY 
WEEL REST HERE 
AND UJEEL NOT 
^EXPECT US- 





HOUM 'W^, AND I HAVETRIEDAND I 

STILL THE DE^eftT-, CANNOT(ÆTAIM 
<klJN BEATS OOWN \ [ AT THEM UJ ITH mV GOU ^ 
.WITHOUT MERCY. "^^ 



UJEUOTTA DO 
SOfrtET>11Nff, 
CARlOiTHEVtel^ 

DRIVING-ME 
CRAZy/ 



I AM COIN» TO THtM- 
IC-ANNOT STANDIT 
ANYMOCE/ 



so/ JOE BAWNON AND CAR.LOS WARTINEZ/ 
SEEMS LIltE. (JOEliESORTA LOOK.lN'Paa. 
yOU HOMBE-ES. 




UJE'LL G-IVE yOU OJftTERCUHEJI YOO TZLL US 
THAT YOU ft^OE.DE.EE.D DAN TAYLOR AND 
STOLE HiSGOLD- 



YES/YES-EETU/AS 
SEl40C BANNON 
WHO DEED EET.' 
NOW&EEVEME- 
WATEB., 














THE LIARJHEIS IN ON IT^TOO/LOOlCrN THE. 
POUCHOF MIS SADDLE-yOOLt, FIND THE. 
eOLDTHBlÉ./ 




1/ _ 


w^^^ j 




- 




.^^^^^^H 


fc;»^<É 




W=^Kt 


^^ 


^^i 




wtk 


^ 


1^1 


-i 


)jP '^i 


^^^ 




i 


;^^S 


iw^^S 




^ 


ISfS^y/.Å 



OH NO, I HAD THESE BONES PLACED HERE W 
THATYOyDTHINkLyoOtiTAICENTHEtJUEONG- 
TKAIL.KNEIU yOOCOOLDNtMON UtlTHOUT tUSTER 



piMianiE ixDda 



PBAIEIE DOG, O PRAIB.E DOG, 
YOU FUNNY LITTLE GOPHER, 

WE KNOW FRO« ALL THE HOLES YOU DIG 
THAT YOU ARE NOT A LOAFER. 





WE HUNT AROUND TO FIND YOU 
IN THOSE HOLES DUG IN THE GROUND,- 

BUT WHILE WE'RE SURE THAT YOU ARE UEKR 
YOU'RE NOWHEttE TO BE POUND / 




liiwit#" 



THOSE HOLES THAT DOT THE PRAIRIE 
ALWAYS SHOW US WHERE YOU ROAM ; 

WE WISH YOU'D BE MORE FRIENDLY 
SO THAT WE COULD TAK,E YOU HOME / 




ft^jg'!^ 




st-masi^ 





(THER.E'S A mAN OUTSIDÉ. 
WITH SOmETHlNGFORYOU 
-A MAN UJITH A fftUSTACHE | 



IHELLO PALSy.lMYOURi f 
UWYER-lVtCOME [^ 
TO 6AILy0U0UT.'' 



DON'WAN'ALAlWyER-l 
HIC- IUAHHA-6ARTBHDERJ 





Butierfing^ 



'*rw 



DEXtRdSE 

TheSugar You N eed 

for ENERGY 



¥^- 




KIDNAPCR OF EDWARD CUDAHV, JR., SON OF MILLIONAIRE PACKER. 




STICK WITH NOTE ftTTACHEO 
TELUNG MR.CUDAHY 
WHAT TO 00. 




, .AintiMx Jhr'i/r - 

Æ&ik an. iÅX. -(m^aMl - ifM nuMr 
~ -tla/Ji- a. led -CmMVH cm -jmur 



PORTION OF THE WONAPERS 
NOTE FOUNO ON MR.CUIIAHyS 
UAWN BV A SERUANT THE 
NEXT OAV. 



CUOAHV DROVE CAUTIOUSLY OVER 
THE ROUOH LONESOWe ROAO UOOKINC 
FOR THE LANTERN WONAPERS. 



CROWE WAS ACaULTTED 




ItL SEE THAT "rtXI 
BOVS OCT A ROOM 
WITH A CHANDEUIER- 




OH-1 WOULDN'T BCTHEA- 
NEITHBP. ONE. OP Ud , 
KNOW HOW TO PLAV ONE? 
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Biilly Jokes lOt 

Sfolch JokM 10c 

hy Joke* 10c 
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iir Lmighiilik JakcH : 

ThuusfU«!« nf nimkn i.n 
lluinnr nnil Eiilerlninmfnt 

WEHMAH BROS. 



BUNK 
HOUifc- 



I HEARD VOO GOTI 
VOUR BONUS, BUMKJ 
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50 DEUaOUS^ 
if yoii want fo moke Baby Ryth 
Condy yourself^ you need these tn- 
gredients; plump, selected peanuH, 
roosted to o golden brown good- 
ne$&; pure, fresh creomery butter, 
Grade A mflk, snnooth, rlch .choco- 
late— orKl Dextrose.the food-er>ergy 
sugor But to blend these choice 
fpods together mlo delicious 
Baby Ruthtokes skill,experienee ond 
expensive equipment Thot's why 
no one but Curtiss Condy Compony 
con moke o condy quite os fme os 
Baby Ruth. No wonder it s Amenco s 
fovorite 5c Condy* 



Have you ever noliced Ihat ihe best alhletes, 
the Iceenesi students, the mosl popular {eUows 
in school and in sports, ara usually chockful of 
energy and vitality? Always it seems thai 
energy and leadership go hånd in hånd. 

Baby Ruth is chockful of this eneigy Ihat you 
need to be a winner Baby Ruth now combines 
wilh ihe delicious ingredienis always used', a rich 
quantity oi Dexliose-^ihe sugar you need for 
energy. The fine, delicious ingredients used in 
Baby Ruth make it a vasl storehouse of energy, 

Each ingredient of Baby Ruth is a food in 
itself. These wholesome foods blended togelher 
make Baby Ruth the most deliciouSi tempting, 
nutritious oandy bar you can eat. 

For energy— for enjoymenl . . make Baby Ruth 
a daily habit. 



WHAT IS THE SECRET 
OF ENERGY? 

The most importont form of food- 
energy known to medical science i* 
Dextrose. Dextrose is o pure white 
sugar, sweei ond cooting. If is colled 
"muscle" or "body" sugor by doc- 
tors, When you hove on obundonce 
of this vital sugor, you hove o sup* 
ply of reserve energy, of enduronce 
Your own doctor will tell you that 
everymomentofyourlifejobreothe, 
walk, tolk, yes, even to think, your 
body uses Dextrose. Thot's v/hy 
trainers ond coaches give othletes 
Dextrose before ond during strenu- 
ous gomes ond contests 
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"QOL DURN IT 8HEWFF— THE LAUSHS 
ON US - WE HUNS THE WRONG GUV/* 




